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‘With respect to manga research, this volume appears groundbreaking in several
regards. First of all, the suggestion to look beyond “Japan” challenges the alleged
monopoly of Japanese studies in the matter in general and, in particular, the inclination
of subsuming manga-esque graphic narratives under “Japanese popular culture”
wholesale. Second, by engaging industry insiders and academia-based critics in an
implicit dialogue on its pages, this volume indicates a timely direction for media
studies. The inclusion of Southeast Asian and South American perspectives also
deserves credit.’
Jaqueline Berndt, Kyoto Seika University, Japan
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